BISON BANNER

http://www.centralcityschoolsne.org

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Bringing in the New Year

On behalf of the Central City Public Schools, | would like to wish everyone an enjoyable Holiday Season and
a happy New Year. The first semester has gone by very quickly, and | would like to applaud our teachers,
support staff, and administrators for their dedicated efforts toward our students. In addition, we have a
remarkable student body that is very gifted and dedicated to their future. The district is moving forward
with great energy!

The holiday season is a great time of year, but for our less fortunate, this time can be very difficult and
stressful. In following along with our December value of Sense of Community, we would like to express our
sincere thanks to the community for helping support many of our students this holiday season with food,
gifts, clothing, and other resources. Multiple churches, the Sheriff's office, the United Way, our “Give Back”
program, and others have reached out and provided these students with a few items to make their holiday
season a bit more enjoyable. It is groups like this that help to make our community great. Their concern
and compassion for others is very evident, and we cannot thank them enough for supporting our students.

We are hopeful that 2017 will bring with it continued progress. The district is continuing a dedicated focus
on evaluating curriculum, practices, and resources. Continuing to develop foundations and systems will
ultimately create a stronger district that engages students in their educational process, establishes strong
expectations, and meets the needs of students. The diligent process of evaluation takes time, but progress
is being made.

We hope that everyone enjoys their Holiday Season with friends and family. 2016 has been a very positive
and enjoyable year, and we look forward to even better things for this district and the students of this
district in 2017. It is an exciting time to be a part of the Bison Family. The community has a great deal of
positive momentum and many exciting things going on. We are very excited about the future of this dis-
trict and proud to be a part of the community. Go Bison!!!

Jeff Jensen

Superintend’ent D{I&@ F \f
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From the Office of the High School Principal

Determining a student’s academic growth, strengths and weaknesses are important for schools to measure on
a regular basis. Central City Public Schools gather, review and analyze student data to help understand each
and every student. By collecting several forms of data, the school can determine if the student’s are improving,
the student’s specific areas of strength and weakness and what we can do to alter instruction to best meet the
needs of students. However, we also know there are a lot of intangibles to student success in school that
cannot be measured but impact student success. Measuring student success is more complex than grading
assignments and inserting grades in a gradebook. The school gathers a lot of data by using a variety of assess-
ments from day one.

One of the most common and oldest forms of measurement is the teacher’s professional assessment. The
teacher constantly checks for student understanding by using formative or summative assessments. Formative
assessment are probably the most common daily method of gathering data. Examples of formative assess-
ments include such methods as the teacher asking questions, having students participate in a number of differ-
ent learning activities and evaluating their depth of understanding, and by gauging the student’s responses
through daily assignments and classroom instructional activities. However, a summative assessment measures
the student’s knowledge or skill at the end of a chapter or unit, or at the end of the semester. A summative
assessment might be a chapter or unit test or a project that encompasses information or skills learned over a
specific period of time.

The school also uses norm referenced assessments to collect student data. A norm referenced assessment
means that our students scores are compared to students of the same age or grade level during the same peri-
od. Central City Public Schools uses Northwest Evaluation System (NWEA) that has developed the MAP assess-
ment (Measurement of Academic Progress) to assess student growth and to help teachers and administrators
determine student success. The MAP assessment is very precise to give us quality results that are highly
reliable. We can now pinpoint very specific areas of student growth in math, reading and language and then
compare our students to their peers throughout the nation.

Another form of assessment is a criterion referenced of assessment. In Nebraska we use NeSA or Nebraska
State Accountability assessment which is a criterion referenced summative assessment. NeSa is a statewide
assessment that aligns specifically to the Nebraska state standards in math, reading, writing and science. Previ-
ously, all 11th graders in high school were expected to take the NeSA assessment. However, the state legisla-
tion and state school board made the decision last year that all 11th graders will be required to take the
ACT. The ACT is a college entrance exam that is commonly given to students who are entering a university or
four year college. The ACT will assess the student's knowledge and understanding in the areas of reading,
language arts, math and science. After taking the ACT in the spring, we will be able to assess our students aca-
demic abilities compared to 18 other states in the union that also require all of their juniors to take the ACT
assessment. Juniors will be required to the ACT, however they may wish to take the ACT more than once to
improve their scores.

Mr. McDiffett, High School Principal

Students, their parents, and employees of the Central City Public School District No. 4 are hereby notified that this school district does not discriminate on the
basis of sex, national origin, handicap, or race and is required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI not to discriminate on the basis of sex or handicap in ad-
mission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs and activities. Any person having inquiries concerning Central City Public School District
No. 4’s compliance with Title IX and Section 504and Title VI is directed to contact: Central City Middle School Principal, Phone: (308) 946-3056, who has
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About CCHS DECA

DECA is in its 8" year at Central City High School! Students who are taking or who have taken Accounting,
Business Law, Introduction to Business, or Marketing are able to join. Members have opportunities to use
what they learn in their business classes and apply it to business situations during competition. Competi-
tion is comprised of a multiple choice test and a role play scenario. It is a great experience, allowing
students to meet business leaders from around the state while showing off their knowledge of the content
area! Throughout the year, we also have various social and volunteer activities. In past years we have
caroled at local nursing homes, held fundraisers for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, taught CCHS
students to swing dance before prom, and had a mock interview night, among many other activities.

All high school students are encouraged to take business classes and join DECA. Regardless of what
students decide to do in life, they'll need some business skills, and the CCHS business classes can help
provide the skills and knowledge! By joining DECA, students are able to build up their resumes, network
with business leaders and other students, and have a great time!

DECA During 1* Semester

The Central City DECA members have been busy during 1** semester! Three members attended the Fall
Leadership Conference in Omaha to improve on leadership, networking, and competitive skills. We held a
Miracle Minute in October during the final home football game where we collected $388.01 to donate to
the Muscular Dystrophy Association! Near the end of October, members teamed with National Honor
Society to Trick or Treat for Canned Goods to donate to the food bank. Together, we collected quite the
supply to donate! During November, we celebrated DECA Week to promote DECA throughout the high
school. Each day was a different activity (from dressing for success to finding the DECA diamonds), and we
also had a DECA trivia question each day. Also during November, we had our chapter movie night. Later
in December, we will go caroling at a local nursing home and have our holiday party. Next semester, we
plan to have a mock-interview night, Learn to Swing Dance with DECA (we will be teaching CCHS students
how to swing dance before prom), our State DECA Conference/Competition, and hopefully the Interna-
tional Career Development Conference/Competition. It's been a great semester, and we look forward to a
fantastic second semester!




Frequently asked Questions about School Health Screenings

Who can do school health screenings?
All persons conducting school health screenings will meet competency requirements

What health conditions will be screened?
Height, weight, vision, hearing and dental #%ah
What grade levels receive school health screenings? Check

KG 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 7th and 10th
Will my child’s school health screening results be kept confidential?
All school health screening information is protected by the Family Education Rights Protection Act

and will be stored securely in the student’s personal record. The screening information will only be
released ina confidential way.

Can school health screening information be taken from my child’s physical exam?
If a student provides the school with a physical exam that includes the school health screening

information, the screening does not need to be repeated.

Can | waive my child’s required school health screening?
All children in the specified grades will be screened (no waivers) unless the parent/guardian

provides school authorities with a statement signed by a physician, physician assistant, or an
advanced practice registered nurse stating that their child has undergone the required screening
within the last six (6) months before the school’s scheduled health screening.

My child has special needs. Will my child still receive school health screenings?
Students with special healthcare needs who cannot be screened by usual methods at school will

not be excluded or overlooked by the school health screening program.

Third graders take
a "selfie" with
Commissioner of
Education, Dr. Matt
Blomstedt, after he
discuss government
with them!




The Season

It is always good to embrace the season we are in and the season our kids are in. Let’s take a minute to
think about the season our kids are in. Here is a little quiz to see if you can step into the mind of your
middle schooler.

Please circle the topic your middle schooler would be most interested in:
Ancient history

The quadratic equation

Writing an essay about Number the Stars

Themselves

The answer is D. It is no surprise because their identities are morphing physically, socially, and emotional-
ly more this time than any other time of their lives. It is very important to help our kids understand that
intelligence is not fixed or unalterable. My advice is that you help your child understand and become
secure that their abilities and possibilities have the potential to improve their achievement in and out of
the classroom.

In order to enjoy this season a little more here are a few things to keep in mind when navigating the
social-emotional waters of the pre-adolescent:

1. New found independence is normal, don’t be offended by it.

2. Give them undivided time once or twice a week where you are not at work or texting.

3. Try an indirect approach to questions. Instead of asking “What did you do at school today?” try
sharing your positives from the day while hesitating for that chance they can share their day or thoughts.
Once they start sharing, ask what they were thinking or feeling.

4. Do not judge! That includes others because they are watching and listening to your reactions about
other people. How harsh you are toward others will determine if you are a safe person for them to share
difficult situations or choices. You want them to be comfortable coming to you when life gets hard and it
will get hard.

5. Don’t overreact; drama fuels the adolescent’s already hyper-reactive flame.

Finally, these years go by very quickly. Please take time to enjoy and embrace the middle school years. In
a short time they will be in high school, then college. Your years of influence and time with them are wind-
ing down-enjoy it! Have a great Holiday season, thank you for sharing your kids with us, and please call
anytime.

Holee Hanke
Middle School Principal




ELEMENTARY NEWS

With the start of the New Year it is a good time to reinforce good study habits and routines with your
elementary child. Here are some tips to help your child develop study habits that will help them now and
throughout their years in school:

0 Make it routine. Have a plan for after school that your child knows when it is time to do homework and
when to get started.

0 Be organized and develop a plan. Go through his or her backpack to see what all needs to be done and
plan how it's going to get finished.

0 Break time - It's important to establish a break time especially if the task is difficult or longer.

¢  Limit distractions — Students should have a quiet and clean space to do homework out of the way from
distractions such as the phone, TV, etc.

0 Make help available — Encourage your child to work alone as appropriate, but also let your child know
what to do if they need help. Ask them to try a problem first and then have you assist with the next
one.

0 Set Goals & Track Progress — Set goals and reward your child for good study habits by giving them
some additional mom or dad time or even going out for ice cream if they bring home a paper in which
they've greatly improved. This teaches work ethic and patience in working hard to reach a goal.

Bottom line — Parent involvement is so important in the homework process. Believe it or not, the habits
you are cultivating right now in elementary school set the tone for success in the middle, high school and
even later in life. Don't hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you would like to talk about
your child’s study habits or ideas to help!

Mrs. Moser, Elementary Principal

Reminders for Elementary Parents:

Please make sure you are using the crosswalks when you are coming to the school. This is
what is safe and sets a great safety example for our students too!

When changing after school arrangements for students, please
make sure you contact the school office prior to 2:00 pm. After
school arrangements should be communicated and in place

with your child’s classroom teacher. Occasionally emergency =
situations necessitate a change. Please try to have a planin
place so changes are not happening every day. Thank you for
your attention to this!




Central City High School Career and College Fair 2016 - Learn to Earn

On November 23rd Central City High School hosted its ninth annual Career and College Fair called Learn to Earn.
The Fair was rated highly by the staff and students. Comments like “Loved it!”, “It was very informative...”, and “It was
fun and encouraging!” were prevalent.

Over fifty guest presenters, representatives, and recruiters volunteered their time and knowledge to the
students during the Career and College Fair.

The keynote speaker was Mr. Kevin Kush of Boys Town. Kevin’s speech was called “Doors of Opportunity”. He
spoke about being aware of the many possibilities in life, and giving one’s best effort. He emphasized the importance of
making the best of any situation.

All students spent time visiting with various college representatives and military recruiters in the gym. The
students seemed to have a lot of fun and gained a great amount of information from them.

Students participated in informational sessions presented by LaDonna Obermiller, Education Prevention Direc-
tor of the Crisis Center; Kyle Sterner, Career and Employment Specialist with Central Community College, and Chuck
Griffith, Executive Director of the Merrick Foundation.

CCHS students also heard from a variety of outstanding local and regional career awareness presenters about
their specific occupations: Kevin Kush (Educator, Coach, and Author); Josie Lindell (Human Services); Robb Schnitzler
(Physical Therapy), Alexis Nachtigal (Professional Musician); Tony Cain and Denise Pfeifer (Manufacturing Trainer and
Human Resources); Aaron Kunz (Restaurant Owner/Manager and Lawyer); Denise Brandenburg (Real Estate and Prop-
erty Management): Jacey Schwarz (Registered Nurse and Lifestyle Coach); Ryan Pfeil (Truck Driver Trainer); Nick Ryan
(Agriculture/Vineyard); Josh Salinas (Certified Athletic Trainer); Charlie and Brian Fox (Construction/General Contrac-
tor); Tim Williams (Game Warden); Sarah Burbach Holley (Exercise Specialist and Physiologist); Andrea Wyman
(Ultrasound Technician); and Superintendent Jeff Jensen (Teacher and Administrator).

The school day continued for CCHS students with lunch and presentations about the college going experience
from recent CCHS graduates: Hannah King, Travis Schwarz, Shayleen Hubbard, Tyler Heins, Marshall Makowski, Kordell
Hamer, Ryan Malasek, Kaley Brandenburg, and Caitlyn Anderson.

The day concluded with the cast of the CCHS One Act Play performing, “The Jungle Book” adopted by Jon Jory,
and directed by Miss Stephanie Shearer.

Many individuals contributed to the success of the this special day and a huge thank you goes out to all high
school personnel, special presenters, career presenters, college representatives, military recruiters, Litzenberg Memorial
County Hospital, MidAmerica Speakers Bureau, CCHS Alumni, and the CCHS One Act cast and crew. Central City High
School appreciates the partnership between the community and our high school.

The Career and College Fair was organized by CCHS Counselor Debra Anderson. Part of the funding for the
Central City High School Career and College was provided through a College Access Grant from the Education Quest

Foundation.




2016-17 Middle School Yearbooks
Price $24.00 (purchased at the school)

48 pages, full color pages with a hard cover
Purchase on line:

Campus Portal

Payments

Optional ltems
MS Yearbook $24.00 plus $1.00 convenience fee
If you have any questions, please call Deb at the Middle School Office. 308-946-3056

The Central City High School Chapter of National Honor
Society again helped to promote the October American
Red Cross Blood Drive in Central City. NHS students
called past donors, put up posters, unloaded the Red
Cross truck, and talked to students about the importance
of donating. A number of CCHS students
donated. NHS students have truly grown from the
experience of working with the American Red Cross and
the adults involved from our community.

A /B

Miss Thorberg's class
enjoying a night of
creating gingerbread
men with their
families.

. i! )
@




January Breakfast

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
7 2 NO SCHOOL 3 NO SCHOOL 4 NO SCHOOL 5 Pancake & Sausage 6 Ham, Egg & Cheese 7
on a Stick Breakfast Bar
19 DAYS=$36.10 Mixed Fruit Mandarin Oranges
8 9 Breakfast Cookie 10 Cheese Omelet 11 PBJ Sandwich 12 Bacon Scramble 13 Donut 4
Applesauce Peaches Pink Applesauce Pizza Mixed Fruit
Pears
5 16 Pot Tart 17 Egg, Cheese, Bacon 18 Pancakes & Sausage | 19 Egg & Cheese 20 Long John 21
Applesauce Breakfast Toast Mixed Fruit Breakfast Sandwich Pineapple
Pears
22 23 PBJ Graham Snacker | 24 Dutch Waffle 25 Breakfast Pizza 26 French Toast Sticks 27 Sausage Breakfast 28
Peaches Mixed Fruit Mandarin Oranges Pears Round
Pineapple
29 30 Muffin 31 Sausage Breakfast ALL MEALS ARE
Applesauce Sandwich SUBJECT
Pears TO
CHANGE

Cereal, yogurt and fruit are served everyday.

Choice of milk and juice are offered daily.




January Lunch

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 NO SCHOOL 3 NO SCHOOL 4 NO SCHOOL 5 Fiestada 6 Chicken Nuggets | 7 Fruit/Veggie Bar &
ELEM 19 DAYS= Corn Potato Wedges Milk Choices
$49.40 Chocolate Chip Bread & Jelly All meals are served
MS/HS 19 DAYS= Cookie e L e L
$51.30 with choice of fresh
and canned fruit and
8 9 Hot Ham & Cheese | 10 Pizza 11 Super Nachos 12 Pizza Macaroni 13 Chicken Strips 14 vegetables. Choice
Sandwich Peas Corn Tortilla Chips Green Beans Mashed Potatoes of milk available also.
Potato Triangles Cinnamon Bread Refried Beans Garlic Bread-MS/HS & Gravy
Chocolate Chip Stick—MS/HS Royal Brownie Bread & Jelly
Bar
Elementary Lunch
15 16 Sweet & Sour 17 Max Sticks w/ 18 Pulled Pork on 19 Chicken Fried 20 Popcorn Chicken | 21 Choices
Chicken Marinara Sauce Bun Steak Smackers
Rice Carrots Tater Tots Mashed Potatoes Smiley Fries Kindergarten & Gr 1
Green Beans Chocolate Chip Baked Beans & Gravy Bread & Jelly Peanut Butter/Jelly
Muffin Cookie Dinner Roll & Jelly Sandwich as alternate
main meal every day.
22 23 Taco on Soft 24 Corn Dog 25 Chicken Patty 26 Breaded Chicken | 27 Breaded Pork 28 Grades 2-4 alternate
Tortilla Crispy Fries on Bun Peas Patty main menu is Peanut
Broccoli Baked Beans Corn o Mashed Potatoes Butter/Jelly Sandwich
Chocolate Biscuit & Honey & Gravy on Mon/Wed/Fri
Chocolate Chip Bread & Jelly
Cookie Chef Salad on
Tues/Thur.
29 30 Crispito & Cheese | 31 Chicken Sticks
USDA IS AN
Carrots Baked Beans EQUAL
Peanut Butter Dinner Roll & Jelly OPPORTUNITY ALL MEALS
Chocolate Chip PROVIDER & ARE SUBJECT
Cookie EMPLOYER TO CHANGE

HAPPY NEW YEAR
2017
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